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It has been a year like no 
other; we have been affected 
by isolation and loss, and it 
has been hard. Despite the 
challenges, I am in awe of 
what has been achieved by 
the staff and students during 
my maternity leave. Parts of 
the school have undergone 
a revamp and the building 
is looking fantastic, students 
have managed to engage in 
a variety of activities such as 
the Oxbridge opportunities, the 
Brilliant Club and the Maths 
Challenge, to name but a few 
and staff have developed their 

practice to ensure they continue to deliver fantastic 
lessons. I simply cannot believe what has been achieved 
in my absence and so the first thing I must do is thank the 
community. Thank you to all of you for looking after our 
wonderful school. To the parents, students, teachers, all 
the operational staff, to the senior leaders and of course 
Mr Hunt who has led the school brilliantly in my absence.  
I will be forever grateful. We will never forget this last 
year, the year of test, track and the dreaded isolation, 
the year England almost won the Euros and the year we 
all came together to look after each other. With sincere 
thanks and unparalleled gratitude to you all for everything 
you have done for the children and the school, I wish you 
a lovely break.

I look forward to September and ensuring that the 
students get the full East Barnet School experience.

L. Swaine
Headteacher

It has been an honour to 
lead the school through this 
challenging year. I have been 
proud of the staff and students 
who have navigated the perils 
of lateral flow tests, online live 
lessons, and isolation. In difficult 
times, we often see the best in 
people, and we saw this with 
our community. We received 
the highest number of Oxbridge 
offers ever. Attendance at 
online lessons was above 90% 
and attendance in school was 
greater than it was two years 
ago in a normal year. Students 
returned to the structure of 

school calmly and with resilience and the best part was 
that they were happy to be back. We saw students 
improving their punctuality, we saw excellent uniform, 
we saw more students eating a home-cooked, delicious 
school lunch. We saw more students receiving rewards 
and we saw their commitment to the “Do the right thing” 
and “I want to learn” values flourish. It proved what we 
all know; young people want to do well, and they care 
about their learning. Students here at EBS develop a 
desire for learning and coupled with that they develop 
their own moral compass. This has been evident this year 
on the character-building days where we saw students’ 
determination and perseverance tested, and their 
kindness and community spirit shone through as they 
supported their peers and helped each other. Despite 
the challenges, it has been a wonderful year and I would 
like to thank the students, staff, and families for all their 
support.

I wish our community a restful, happy, and healthy break, 
it is deserved more than ever.

C. Hunt
Acting Headteacher

The Winner of the House Cup 2021 - KELLER!

Thank You, Mr Hunt!

Staff and students would like to extend a huge thank you to Mr Hunt for making all the right decisions and being an 
inspiration during the most difficult of times for our school and community. He took the wheel and steered us through what 
must have been the most challenging academic year ever, always with calm, good, humoured professionalism. Despite 
the sudden emergence of a handful of white hairs on his head he has always had a smile on his face, and has been 
consistently approachable, kind and caring.

Thank you, Sir!
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3Former Students

Celebrating Former Students

We are proud of every single student that walks through our doors, and helping them to achieve their potential and reach 
their goals is the reason we get up in the morning! Every so often we hear about some extraordinary achievements, and 
this year is no different. Below is a showcase of three former students who have gone out and put their stamp on the 
world!

PROFESSOR KEITH HAWTON CBE

Professor Keith Hawton was a student at EBS (then EBGS) from 1954 until 
1961, under our very first Headteacher, Mr Allan Clayton. After leaving EBS and 
after a year of casual employment and learning Latin (with Mr Gribbin - former 
EBS teacher), Professor Hawton attended Cambridge University to read Natural 
Sciences, moving on to medicine after three years to pursue a career in psychiatry. 
This path involved an extra year at Cambridge followed by three years of clinical 
medicine at Oxford. Professor Hawton is still working (just research these days), 
and is Professor of Psychiatry in the University Department of Psychiatry where 
he leads the Oxford Centre for Suicide Research. He is also a Fellow at Green 
Templeton College, where he was Dean for several years. Fast forward to today, 
and Professor Hawton has been awarded a CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours 
List in the delayed announcement of the list in October 2020 for ‘Services to 
Suicide Prevention’. Professor Hawton recalls his memories of EBS: “I have 
extremely fond memories of my time at the school, which was of course in the 
days when Allan Clayton was Headmaster. Indeed, I have always been extremely 
grateful for the all-round excellent education and experiences I had at the school, 
not just academic but more generally, especially in how to get along with a diverse 
range of other people. I still remember well certain teachers who were really 

significant in my development. I was especially touched when I came back to the School Reunion about 10 years ago 
and Mr Hall immediately recognised me and greeted me as if I had never left!” We are immensely proud of Professor 
Hawton, not just for his CBE and the exceptional academic and professional journey he has been on, but for the area 
in which he has chosen to specialise. One of the main focuses for EBS is the mental health of staff and students, so 
to know that a former student is focusing on suicide prevention is fantastic news. When the pandemic is over, we are 
hoping to invite Professor Hawton into the school to meet with some of our students. Once again, congratulations from all 
of us in the EBS community!

Cassidy Janson

Cassidy Janson was a former student from 1991 - 1996 
and has since become a massive star of the stage, 
appearing in several 
West End productions. 
Cassidy teamed up 
with Beverley Knight 
and Amber Riley in 
2017 to form a musical 
theatre supergroup 
called Leading Ladies, 
releasing an album called 
Songs From the Stage. 
This was followed by 
Cassidy’s  debut album in 
2018 featuring co-written 
tracks and a new song 
Beat Me To Goodbye, 
gifted to her by Carole 
King. In 2020, Cassidy 
who won her first Olivier 
Award for Best Actress 
In A Supporting Role for 
her role in & Juliet. Huge 
congratulations!

Joel Corry

Big shout-out to former student Joel Corry who received 
three, yes three BRIT Awards nominations this year in 
the following 
categories: 
Male Solo Artist, 
Breakthrough 
Artist and British 
Single of the 
Year! Joel has 
come a long 
way since he 
DJed at the 
EBS Prom! We 
reached out to 
Joel on Twitter 
to congratulate 
him and he 
replied, “Aw 
this is so sweet, 
thank you!!!” We 
predict great 
things for you in 
the future, Joel! 
Well done!
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Character Building Afternoons

Our Character Building afternoons in June with Years 
7, 8, 9 and 10 were a great success, especially as the 
sun was shining. Students were given the opportunity to 
work in groups to further develop their problem-solving, 
creativity and team-building skills. This is an aspect of their 
education that they have had limited opportunities to do in 
person during our extended periods of remote learning. 
The students had one hour in their forms to work together 
and use different skills such as team-building by getting a 
table tennis ball across one side of the Astroturf using only 
pieces of guttering and listening and problem solving by 
crossing the swamp, using only three crates and wooden 
blanks. The students developed their cognitive skills by 
making a tangram; they ran to get each piece and work 
collaboratively to make the puzzle. Finally they developed 
their creative skills, by recreating a still image using their 
bodies.
It was great to see the students working so well together, 
stepping up as leaders and supporting each other 
especially during tasks that took them out of their comfort 
zones. A big thank you to all the staff who led the activities 
and for the enthusiastic response of our students.

We Will Remember Them

Despite the pandemic, we were still able to honour all those 
that have fought and lost their lives, and perhaps this year 
was more poignant than ever. Isabella C. from the Sixth 
Form made comment on the day: “On Remembrance Day, 
we acknowledge the courage and sacrifice of those who 
served our country. Every year, East Barnet School lay a 
wreath of poppies to show our respect and thanks to those 
that fell, helping us recognise our responsibility to work for 
the peace they fought hard to achieve. Today, as every day, 
we remember those who served, fought, and sacrificed, all 
for the cause of freedom. We will remember them. Lest we 
forget.”
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Oxbridge Opportunities

Students in Years 10, 11 and 12 have also benefited from 
outreach programmes and insight workshops delivered 
virtually by Cambridge and Oxford Universities. Despite 
being unable to visit these institutions in person this year, 
students gained knowledge and experience from current 
and former EBS students during the in-house Year 11 Aim 
High programme and the Year 12 Inspire programme, 
both run over Teams. Students were inspired by the 
stories of our FOUR Year 13 students that have received 
Oxbridge offers this year (an EBS record!) and also former 
students that are currently studying at both Oxford and 
Cambridge. Some hard working Year 10 students attended 
a presentation by Cambridge University informing them 
about life at a top university.
Ben Craddock in Year 12 was successful in gaining a 
place on the prestigious Cambridge Students’ Union 
Shadowing Scheme and was selected from over 
2300 national applications. Six other Year 12 students 
participated in the Year 12 Horizons Programme run by 
Oxford, designed to broaden their academic experience, 
enabling them to explore beyond the school curriculum, 
helping them develop the skills they will need both in order 
to make strong university applications and when attending 
university.

The Brilliant Club

Seven Year 9 students took part in The Brilliant Club’s 
Scholars programme during lockdown this year. The 
scholars programme is designed to stretch and engage 
students with university type content. This year the topic 
was “The Role of the British Prime minister since 1945” 
and involved the students comparing the leadership terms 
of Clement Atlee and Margaret Thatcher. An essay was 
submitted by all students at the end of the course and 
graded by degree classification. All students graduated 
with either a 1st or 2nd class degree which is a fantastic 
achievement. Thank you to Mr Felsenstein for all his hard 
work in organising and coordinating the project during a 
very difficult year. The students that successfully completed 
the programme were: Sina Ahani, Ryan Arian, Florence 
East, Jenifer Bajrami, Jazmin Haghighi, Mobin Hariri, 
Rohan Sahi.

UKMT Mathematics Challenge

A group of 20 Year 8 students took part in the UKMT Maths 
Challenge in April. The questions are very challenging 
and varied. The results were as follows: GOLD: Ethan C. 
SILVER: James C., Norbert C., Frederic J., Muhammad 
M., Leon P., Joshua S. BRONZE: Elif A., Annabell E., 
Dylan E., Christine L., Aran R., Khalil S. PARTICIPATION: 
Nathan D., Ameen N., Raymond N., Aria T., Jamie W., 
Elliot W., Georgia W. A special congratulations should go to 
Ethan who made it into the next round - Junior Kangeroo.

Rewarding a Growth Mindset

We continue to encourage hard work at EBS and firmly believe the more you practice, the harder you work, the more 
challenges you take on, the more progress you will make. We learn from our mistakes. Many students across all year 
groups have been demonstrating a growth mindset and have been rewarded for their efforts. Some of these students 
have been fortunate enough to attend some super-curricular activities and guest speaker presentations designed to 
stretch them and inspire them to continue to work hard.  
One of these students was Adwoa Owusu who went out of her way to set up a virtual work experience during lockdown as 
she explains below:
“During the most recent lockdown period, I decided to look for different ways in which I could develop my knowledge 
about a range of industries that I was interested in. I came across a website called Speakers for Schools Experience 
which allows young people to take part in placements and connect with employers from all types of sectors. Once 
creating an account, I was able to make applications towards opportunities that I wanted to participate in. My first 
placement was with an investment management firm called Man Group which was of great value. Not only did I learn 
about the basics of how the firm works but I also had the chance to speak to people who worked in the different divisions 
of Man Group for example, operations, technology, law, and accounting. Exploring the different areas allowed me to ask 
any questions I had. I also completed a workshop with Santander Bank which was useful as I learnt about the key values 
of the company and the routes that people take in order to work as part of the company, such as graduate schemes. I was 
able to collaborate with other students and expand on skills which employers look for. Both of these placements gave me 
practical advice on writing CVs and cover letters as well as guidance about interviews. I believe that this is beneficial as it 
helps students to better prepare for work after completing work experience placements or attending insight days through 
the website.“
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Guest Speakers: Joe Lynam

On Thursday 10th 
December, a group 
of Year 12 Business 
Studies and English 
students were fortunate 
to attend a virtual talk 
by Joe Lynam. Joe is a 
respected broadcaster 
and moderator who 
was the BBC’s senior 
Business Correspondent 
for a decade. He now 
presents the current 
affairs show The 
Newsroom on BBC 
Radio 4 and the World 

Service. He has won many awards for his original 
journalism including the 2018 Headline Money Award for 
his BBC One exposé of how RBS treated many of its own 
business customers and the Wincott prize for Journalism 
in 2016. Prior to his talk, Joe had been broadcasting on 
the BBC into the early hours on Boris Johnson’s trip to 
Brussels to negotiate a Brexit trade deal.
In his talk, Joe spoke about his journey into broadcasting 
and how he undertook a number of other jobs before 
he decided to follow his passion and seek a career in 
broadcasting. He faced many set-backs along the way, 
including damning criticism from his own boss early in 
his BBC career. Unwilling to let this derail him from his 
aspirations, Joe used this as motivation and went on to 
become one of the most respected Business Journalists 
in broadcasting. He explained to the students that 
sometimes in your career (and in life) you have to take 
one step back to move forwards as he did when joining 
the BBC at the bottom of the ladder, having previously 
worked in Irish broadcasting. He spoke about the 

importance of seeking a career that you will enjoy and 
the importance of building up a network of friends and 
family. He also encouraged students to build themselves 
a reputation for getting things done.  
Our students were then given the opportunity to ask 
Joe questions. These ranged from, “What will happen if 
there is no trade deal negotiated with the EU?” to “What 
news platforms are best for students to gain a balanced 
viewpoint on current affairs?” Joe answered further 
questions on Sir Phillip Green’s business interests, fake 
news and how panicked he was when his wife gave birth 
to his son in the front seat of his car!  
Joe was so good that we invited him back again in 
February to talk to a group of Year 11 students!

Penny Weatherup and Guests

In July, as part of the Sixth Form Leadership Day, we 
welcomed Penny Wetherup, Holly Tuffnell and Elli 
Grosvenor from Volkswagen Group UK to talk to our 
Year 12 students about the sort of skills that employers 
look for when selecting candidates for graduate 
placements, schemes and jobs. Penny is the HR Director 
at Volkswagen and has over 20 
years experience in the field. She 
spoke about the changes the 
automotive industry is facing at 
the moment and the aspiration for 
Volkswagen to go carbon neutral 
in the near future. The students 
enjoyed listening to all three 
presenters stories and learned how 
Elli and Holly had got to where they 
are now through graduate schemes, 
placements and gaining skills 
through work experience.

Year 12 Mathematicians Take on The Naboj Maths Challenge

Liam Bavington Hodge describes the experience of five 
passionate mathematicians in Year 12...
“At 8:45 on Friday morning, we piled into 417, logged into 
some laptops, signed into the maths competition, and at 
9 o’clock we were off. These questions were not your typical 
GCSE or A-Level maths questions - not just finding roots 
of quadratic equations or integrating functions. These were 
considerably more challenging: real-life problem-solving 
questions where you had to apply logic, grapple with the 
questions and really wrack your brain to get to the solution. 
Some of us worked in a group; others worked individually. 
However, we all helped one another out on a question at 
some point and felt like a team.
Some questions required algebra to answers them, others 
geometry. The hardest questions took over 30 minutes and 
really tested the mathematical capabilities of our minds. 
Despite this, the 2 hours raced by and by the end, we had 
answered 19 questions between us! We came 15th out of 
36, and felt really proud of ourselves and congratulated one 
another as we carried the laptops back to Mr Watson.”



7Jack Petchey

Jack Petchey Achievement Awards

Our Jack Petchey winners continue to be positive role models around school. The 
Jack Petchey Achievement Awards scheme aims to recognise students that have 
helped others over and above expectations, been a good role model, demonstrated 
bravery or have overcome a personal barrier or challenge. Each month students and staff are able to nominate someone 
they feel deserves the award and a winner is then presented with their certificate and pin badge in assembly. The winner 
is then able to spend £250 in an area of school they wish to develop. We have had some fantastic and worthy winners 
this year. Below is a list of the winners and a brief description of why they were chosen.  

Month Winners Description
Sep 20 Zahraa 

Aldreby 
Zahraa and Kawther (sisters) were nominated for kindness, generosity and determination to succeed. Joining 
a new school late in Year 9 can be daunting, but for Zahraa and her sister Kawther, who recently arrived from 
Kuwait, it was not only a new school but completely new environment. Facing everyday challenges of the 
foreign language, different curriculum and cultural differences, however difficult they may seem, turned out to 
be their opportunity to thrive. They displayed an incredible enthusiasm and passion for learning from their first 
day and have always shown gratitude and appreciation for any support. Their resilience and determination to 
succeed is evident, having both stated they will keep taking their GCSEs until they pass. Their kindness and 
generosity were shown when they offered their own food to a fellow, challenging student announcing he was 
hungry in class. Both sisters have since supported this student and helped to improve his behaviour by acting 
as impeccable role models and talking to him about the importance of kindness, respect and education. 

Oct 20 Kawther 
Aldreby 

Nov 20 Jada
Modha-Weir  

Jada was nominated for her commitment and contribution to EBS Robotics and the wider school community.  
She has represented EBS at numerous regional and national Robotics Championships over the last 5 years, 
and has a  passion for promoting ‘Girls in STEM’, breaking the gender barrier. She enjoys learning through 
competition, designing and building robots, media and promotional work for her own brand, UK STEM Girls, 
and mentoring younger EBS students at Robotics Club and national events where she volunteers. Jada has 
inspired hundreds of girls to embrace VEX Robotics. Naturally, Covid has limited, if not ceased most of the 
Robotics extra-curricular activities. However, Jada has continued to support younger peers and is mentoring 
two Year 8 teams virtually. She is a superb leader and role model and thoroughly deserves her award.

Jan 21 Alexandra 
Skidmore 

Alexandra was nominated for dedication to her studies and education during lockdown. Alexandra flew to 
the US to spend Christmas with her family (and meet her newborn niece). However, over the Christmas 
break, lockdown restrictions came in and  there was a positive COVID test within Alexandra’s family, meaning 
Alexandra was unable to fly back to the UK. Alexandra was determined to continue her studies and continued 
to login to live lessons, waking up at 2:30am, to be online for 2:45am, due to the time difference. She is a 
worthy recipient for her commitment and for emphatically demonstrating our school motto, “I want to learn”,

Feb 21 Nicholas 
Augustou 

Nicholas was nominated for his contributions and help during live, remote science lessons. He constantly 
offers support to other students during live lessons by taking screenshots and providing model answers.  He 
shares these when a student is finding the work difficult. Nicholas jumps in to help when he sees that the 
teacher is supporting another student to help those who need guidance. He is a top student and fully deserves 
recognition for the leadership skills he has displayed in these lessons. 

Mar 21 Lyon 
Kennedy 

Lyon is an amazing young man who has ambition, resilience and a mature understanding of right and wrong.  
He is an incredible role model, especially for younger members of the BAME community. He has fought 
through extreme adversity not allowing himself to fall into the trap of negative youth culture that can destroy 
young lives. Instead, he has concentrated his efforts on education, parted ways with negative influences and 
has aspirations to fight for causes he believes in, especially the Black Lives Matter movement after the murder 
of George Floyd. He has recently proudly become a big brother to a baby girl, who has transformed his beliefs 
about the importance of family. He thoroughly deserves this award for his strength and courage.

Apr 21 Caelan 
Durston 

Cealan has made a huge contribution to EBS by being a great advocate in celebrating Autism and how proud 
we should be for all we are, running workshops and delivering assemblies, empowering others. Cealan has 
led an Autism Student Voice for three years and has spoken for the Barnet Autism Advisory Team Forum in the 
wider community. He spent a lot of time and effort collating videos for the school website introducing the AEN 
team and recently delivered an amazing assembly viewed by all students about inclusion and diversity.

May 21 Loart 
Mehmeti 

Loart has adapted well to the demands of the A Level English Literature course tremendously, always going 
above and beyond in reading and essay tasks - his teachers are so impressed with his dedication, positive 
and hardworking attitude. Despite sometimes finding GCSE English challenging, he has overcome that, 
excelling at A Level and is a pleasure to teach. He is always polite and considerate of others and never takes 
anything for granted. His mature and diligent approach has been a pleasure to observe this year.

Jun 21 Hamdi
Vrioni

Hamdi was nominated for his exemplary attitude to learning, enthusiasm and kindness. Hamdi came to EBS 
speaking almost no English. Within the first few days he mastered the translation skills to enable himself to 
access as much learning as possible and to communicate with teachers and other students. During lockdown, 
he attended every online lesson, even though he could understand very little and was very keen to attend EAL 
sessions in school. Throughout this difficult time, he has not complained once and turned every challenge 
into an opportunity to develop his language skills. He has approached every difficulty with enthusiasm and 
curiosity and amazed his teachers with the incredible progress he has made over just few months of being 
in school. Hamdi is now able to communicate without translation, engage in all the lessons and has already 
made many friends. He has not hesitated to offer his support to another EAL student who arrived recently, 
sharing top tips of using translation, taking his tablet in the morning, and explaining things to teachers for him.   
Hamdi has also been attending an Italian school online and is planning to continue as long as possible to keep 
high level of literacy in his first language. 
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Jack Petchey Leader Award

The Jack Petchey Foundation Leader Awards scheme 
highlights and recognises the incredible commitment of 
staff members at EBS. The awards give young people the 
chance to say ‘thank you’ to members of staff who have 
gone the extra mile.
Students and staff nominate a member of staff or adult 
who has inspired and supported them within their school or 
organisation. Much like the Achievement Awards, leaders 
are invited to one of our fun ceremonies to celebrate their 
hard work and to receive their certificate and medallion 
in front of their loved ones!  At the end of last year, 
Mrs S Brennan received our leader award for the reasons 
below.

Mrs Brennan has unbelievable empathy and dedication to 
all pupils. She knows each student, not only by name, but 
their individual needs. She has an ability to see further and 
outside the box, making learning positive and encouraging 
for each individual student. She was nominated by 
students and staff alike at East Barnet School. A student 
in Year 8 said of Mrs Brennan: “I would like to nominate 
Mrs Brennan for the Jack Petchey Award because she is a 
great support, she has helped me with personal needs and 
keeps the information safe and I can trust her with anything 
I say. If others behave not correctly Mrs Brennan never 
loses her temper. Mrs Brennan is also a very good listener, 
you can trust her to get the support you need through 
the Learning Support Assistants. If there is information 
regarding your work and it is important she will come and 
tell you straight away.”

Sara is also a brilliant maths teacher and a Year 7 student 
she teaches (and also helped transition to East Barnet 
School last year) said of her: “Whenever I get stuck in 
maths she comes to help me and in my test she saw that 
I was nervous and she offered to sit with me and that was 
really helpful. She is an amazing teacher.”
Sara is a true inspiration not only to students but to her 
team of AEN staff. They agree that as a team leader, 
Mrs Brennan always makes time for you, no matter how 
busy her diary is, and has taken care of all of them since 
taking on the role of Head of AEN. Throughout lockdown, 
Mrs Brennan was amazing, adapting and organising the 
team’s priorities, quickly and efficiently. She held the team 
together, motivating and listening to all, always done 
with kindness. Her daily updates were filled with all the 
information her team needed to do their jobs and always 
included a light hearted updated of daily life bringing a 
smile to their faces, which was much needed during those 
crazy times! Mrs Brennan is a very worthy winner of the 
Jack Petchey Leader Award.
Congratulations from everyone at EBS!

Jack Petchey Purchases

Jack Petchey winners have spent their money on the 
below so far this year…

3D Resin Printer for D&T

New Library Books

2 x Samsung Galaxy Tablets for AEN

3 x Microscopes for Science
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Improving Parts of the Building

During the pandemic there have been parts of the building that the students have been unable to use or have limited 
access to, so we have taken the opportunity to give some of the areas a facelift! All the designs and installations were 
completed by members of EBS support staff.

Library

Sixth Form CafÉ Sixth Form Study Area

Student Help Desk
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Year 12 Art Exhibition
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Year 13 Art Exhibition
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Year 13 Art Exhibition
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A Level Photography Exhibition
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A Level Photography Exhibition
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Music at EBS

It has been a much quieter year than normal for the 
Music Department! However, in December 2020 the 
we held our Christmas Concert online. Many students, 
from all year groups, were filmed individually, (and 
socially distanced!) singing and playing music of all 
genres. There were so many highlights, including 
Isabel Sabourin’s beautiful rendition of ‘O Holy Night’, 
a lovely piano performance by Daisy Smith and a 
piano cover of ‘Last Christmas’ by Daniel Fakhrnia. 
Gabriela Chandarova sang a folk version of ‘Christmas 
Bells’ and Scarlett Irish and Rikesh Shah performed 
a wonderful Christmas jazz ballad. The whole project 
was organised by Mr Marriott and was produced by 
Ben Potter with additional filming by Sam Board. Thank 
you to everyone who took part and helped to make this 
happen! The concert is still available online to watch.

You can check out the whole concert on our YouTube Channel by visiting: https://youtu.be/onYtnWgqGxU

We sadly waved goodbye to Mr Marriott in April 2021 as he moved away from the area but we are excited to welcome 
Ms Gough as our new Head of Music. Ms Gough has already been putting concert dates and trips on our school calendar 
for next year and is making plans for getting instrumental lessons and music clubs up and running again very soon!

Our Photography A Level students have excelled themselves this year. Even under isolation and ‘Lockdown’ our students 
have continued to produce work of a highly developed and experimental nature. Using ‘self-portraiture’ or their ‘local 
environment’ as a starting point, students have explored a wide variety of different techniques and processes. We 
continue to be amazed at the creativity of our students; even under the most extreme conditions and not having access 
to all our facilities, our students have achieved some of the highest grades we have ever attained as a department, well 
done and good luck everyone! 

A Level Photography Exhibition

https://youtu.be/onYtnWgqGxU
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Ultimate Frisbee

The first competition of the year saw all year groups from 
7-11 take part in an Ultimate Frisbee House Competition.  
Ultimate Frisbee is a non-contact team game, in which 
teams try to pass a frisbee into an ‘End-Zone’ to score 
goals. During their PE lessons, students learnt the rules of 
the game and then competed fiercely against other Houses 
to score as many goals as possible. Every goal in every 
lesson was tallied up and contributed to their House’s 
overall score. It was a joy to see so many smiles on the 
students’ faces and witness some fantastic teamwork 
and gameplay in what was a new sport to most. Students 
competed fairly throughout the competition and fought hard 
in every game. Chama were winners in the competition, 
closely followed by Tutu, Keller and then Murray.

Christmas Trees

The Christmas Tree competition was next on the list, with 
each House putting effort into making their tree (and school 
floor) the best decorated!

The Murray House Ambassadors (Sarah Higgins, Dhvani 
Shah, Esha Mistry and Freia Cooper) also worked hard 
just before Christmas, alongside Mrs Irish, to organise 
and promote our annual Barnet Homeless Christmas 
Collection. A massive donation was delivered to the shelter 
in early December, the likes of which the shelter had not 
seen before. An array of gift sets, socks, clothes, food 
and drink was warmly received by the volunteers at the 
HAB Centre, who distributed packs to homeless people in 
Barnet as Christmas gifts.  

Student Leadership & Houses

Student Leadership

Student leadership has become embedded within the House System with House 
Captains in every form responsible for being positive role models and taking their 
peers’ ideas to Student Voice meetings for discussions. Sixth Form House Ambassadors have played a huge role in 
organising, promoting and running House Competitions and events throughout the year and have been vital to the 
success of the House System. 16 House Ambassadors were appointed following an application process and interviews 
in November and have not looked back since. As part of their role, the ambassadors took part in a Vlogstar training 
workshop to help them develop video editing and vlogging skills. They have put these to use throughout the year 
producing videos and virtual assemblies to inspire younger students to participate in House Events. Our 16 House 
Ambassadors are listed below:

Chama Keller Murray Tutu
Liam Bavington-Hodge Dhruv Garg Sarah Higgins Adam Craig

Grace Arquero Eloise Pavlou Dhvani Shah Porscha White
Alexander Persaud Sara Duodu Esha Mistry Rachel McTeare

Adwoa Owusu Thomas Pereira Freia Cooper Shalome Francis

The House Ambassadors also chair our Student Voice meetings and listened to students feedback on distance learning 
before Christmas and fed back their views to the Senior Leadership Team. As a result, significant changes were made to 
the way online lessons were delivered in the second lockdown to improve student experiences. The Student Voice has 
recently discussed ideas on topics such as summer uniforms, extra-curricular and lunchtime activities, the progress they 
are making in school and the school rewards system.

House System

All four houses have competed throughout the year to earn House Points in a bid to lift the House Cup at the end of 
the summer term. Tutu, the reigning champions, do not want to give up their title! Students have been earning House 
Points based on their achievements in the classroom, their attendance, taking part in House Competitions and winning 
extra awards such as Jack Petchey Awards. Alongside this, the Houses have worked together to run campaigns and 
raise money for local, national and international charities. Ms Harvey was welcomed into the team as the new Head of 
Chama House in November and, along with the other Heads of House, recruited her Sixth Form House Ambassadors to 
lead throughout the year. The Ambassadors have been key in planning, supporting and promoting events throughout the 
year, inspiring students in their houses to take part in numerous house competitions.
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Other Competitions

Other competitions launched and run during lockdown 
included an International Women’s Poetry Competition 
and a House Quiz for Year 7.  A fantastic “Teachers, but 
not how you know them” quiz, put together by Ms Bailey 
and the Keller House Ambassadors was a hit with students 
whilst working from home. An Art Portrait Competition 
celebrating inspirational black, Asian and ethnic minority 
heroes was also launched with many inspirational entries 
receiving house points from Ms Clemmett. An Escape to 
Mars challenge was launched by Ms Buczman where staff 
were launched into space and students had to solve the 
problems that arose. 

Houses

Can you guess these
Heads of House?

Butterfly Bingo

Butterfly Bingo involved students and staff in all year groups 
taking part in two games of bingo to help raise money for 
the AVM Butterfly charity, our very own Nikki Christou’s 
charity. It was enjoyed by all that participated and as a 
school we raised more than £430. The winners of the bingo 
games won a £30 Amazon Voucher and the students that 
came 2nd & 3rd each received a board game. Thanks goes 
to Mrs Irish, Ms Bailey and their house Ambassadors for 
organising the event.

Dragon’s Den

Unfortunately, lockdown struck again after Christmas… but once again that was not 
going to stop the House System from thriving. The EBS Dragons’ Den competition 
launched at the start of the year and gave students the opportunity to decide how to 
spend £2500. The money was made available to them following positive steps taken 
by all year groups to maintain and look after shared spaces and toilets at breaktime.  
A large number of entries were eventually whittled down to six ideas. The selected 
students entered the Virtual Dragons’ Den on Monday 8th February to pitch their 
ideas to our fierce dragons - Mr Hunt, Ms Coffill, Mrs Smith and Mrs Chamberlain. 

The finalists’ ideas ranged from inflatable obstacle courses, designing new personalised learning apps to a Hangout room 
to reward positive behaviour. All the students involved presented their ideas superbly and were very professional in their 
approach. After lots of deliberation, the Dragons decided to invest the money in the three ideas below:
1. A new school Laser Cutter
2. A School Allotment Improvement Project
3. Voice translators for students new to English and Motivational Posters around school 
The new projects are ongoing with money already spent on the new laser cutter and investment to be made on the school 
allotment and voice translators. Congratulations to all the students below that made the final and presented in the Den:
Elena Roncarati, Roman-Leo Antoniades, Katerina Angeli and Amelia Rutherford, Helena Pishiri and Libby Foster, Adnan 
Wansa and Loart Mehmeti, Julia Zegar, Amelie Usher and Emilia Payne.
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Acts of Kindness

During the Acts of Kindness Week, Ms Harvey and 
her ambassadors challenged all members of the EBS 
community to nominate individuals that had demonstrated 
an Act of Kindness. In a very difficult year, where students 
had faced many challenges, Ms Harvey wanted everyone 
to put a smile on someone’s face by holding the door 
open, carrying a bag, or simply doing the right thing. Over 
300 nominations were submitted, with Year 8s stealing 
the limelight and producing the most nominations. All 
nominations were converted into House Points and added 
to the House Cup totals.   
Kindness is so powerful that it helps in improving your 
relationship with yourself, the people surrounding you and 
the person whom you helped. It ultimately fosters respect 
and better emotional ties. Ms Harvey was very proud of 
students that participated in her week for being thoughtful, 
caring, kind and considerate.  
The Heads of Houses put their fundraising hats on again 
for sports day and set up a number of stalls for students to 
have fun at during sports day on the terrace.  For a small 
fundraising fee students were able to take part in activities 
such as Keepy Uppy and Hula Hoop competitions, guess 
the number of sweets in the jar, guess the song, bucket 
pong and banner making.  The heads of house worked 
tirelessly throughout the day and raised over £400 for our 
international charity, the Jack Cecup School in Zambia.

Sports Day

Below we present our Heads of House Superheroes - complete with capes!
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Keller

Well done Keller, for a fantastic year! Despite all the 
topsy-turviness, the level of participation and motivation 
from Keller has been AWESOME! House Captains and 
Sixth Form Ambassadors were successfully recruited. 
We held two Student Voice meetings - with you 
influencing how to improve things at EBS. 
Our many achievements included: Two Jack Petchey 
winners, Year 7 Bookmark winners, Keller dominated 
the winners board in ‘Teachers ... but not how you 
know them!’ and one of our Year 11 students designed 
the front cover for the KS4 Student Planner. ‘Acts 
of Kindness’ were demonstrated across the House, 
which really make a difference to the days/lives of 
many. I must give a massive “Shout Out” to the Keller 
Sixth Form Ambassadors that have worked with me 
throughout the year, Dhruv, Eloise, Sara and Thomas - 
bringing creative ideas, enthusiasm, and a real lust to 
keep Keller at the forefront. Their joint work with Murray 
House ambassadors on Butterfly Bingo, raised over 
£440 for the Butterfly AVM Charity. And the Keller House 
Sports Day stall was a great success with Bucket Pong 
and Guess the number/sweets!
Thank you for being a great House, Keller...I am already 
looking forward to next year, and all that we can achieve 
together. But first...go and enjoy a well-deserved 
Summer break.

D. Bailey - Head of Keller House

Chama

Thank you to Chama House for welcoming me as your 
Head of House. It has been a wonderful journey during a 
difficult season.
One of the highlights for me being your Head of House 
has been decorating our Christmas tree. Our Christmas 
tree was a delight to see. The Chama Ambassadors 
were determined to raise the bar and recruited other 
members of the Sixth Form to decorate the second 
floor. They continued to help with our various projects – 
holding Student Voice meetings, successfully executing 
our own inimitable Acts of Kindness Week, which was 
such a success! Well done team!
On Sports Day we ran a ‘keep it up challenge’ and I 
am happy to announce that Sina Ahani in 9D scored a 
massive 974! Thank you all for your amazing energy and 
involvement on Sports Day.
I would like to thank my AMAZING ambassadors Liam, 
Adwoa, Grace and Alex for always going above and 
beyond. 

A. Harvey - Head of Chama House

Tutu

It has been a fantastic year for Tutu yet again. We Tutu, 
are Sports Day champions! Keeping our track record. 
We didn’t think it would be possible – but we know how 
much Tutu students want to display sporting prowess 
and make their point about teamwork and dedication.
We had fantastic attendance – it seems Tutu students 
love coming to school. Despite Covid, Tutu have shown 
their Ubuntu spirit. We participated in the Christmas 
collection, Charity Bingo and raised the most for the 
Jack Cecup School in Zambia on Sports Day. This year 
Tutu members have stood up and shone out with talent 
and skill. We have had many winners in ultimate frisbee, 
Women’s Day Poetry and of particular note is Drama’s 
Darkwood Manor Competition, where Tutu took first 
and second. Well done Ivon, Eleni, Sara, Electra, Bella, 
Sara, Riya, Isabella, Katerina, Evelyn and Amelia.
This wouldn’t be possible without an amazing 
Ambassador team – leading with enthusiasm, thank you 
Adam, Porscha, Shalome and Rachel. You have shown 
real leadership through running Student Voice meetings!
Unfortunately, after 13 years at EBS and seven 
successful years as Head of Tutu, I move on to pastures 
new. However, like all of you, Tutu will always be my 
House – long after leaving. Hopefully, you will always 
keep the Ubuntu values of kindness, generosity, 
community and care for others. “I am because we are”.
Keep on being Awesome and Happy (A and H)

M. Robb - Head of Tutu House

Murray

Hey Murray, what a year!!!
We haven’t let Covid slow us down and your team spirit, 
participation and enthusiasm in the House events has 
been excellent and you have made me very proud!
As a House you’ve helped to raise money for AVM 
Butterfly and Jack Cecup, you’ve joined in all the fun and 
you gave it your all on Sports day! Thank you so much 
to all of you, you’ve been fantastic!!! A bit like the footie, 
we may not have made it quite to the top this year, but I 
know your fighting spirit will continue in September! 
Wishing you all a fabulous summer, take time to relax, 
recharge and enjoy!

A. Irish - Head of Murray House
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Key Stage 3 Design & Technology Work

We are blown away by how our students have embraced their creativity and worked so well this year to make brilliant 
and imaginative products both in school and during lockdown. Here we have a sample of the work our students have 
produced this year.

Year 7 Textiles Juggling Ball

Year 8 Resistant Materials Passive Speaker

Year 8 Resistant Materials Fuse Testers
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Year 8 Resistant Materials Clocks, G Clamp & Karakuri

Year 8 Resistant Materials Upcycled Tin Can

Year 8 Resistant Materials Upcycled Pringles Can
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Year 8 Resistant Materials Upcycled Juice Carton

Year 8 Textiles Cultural Cushion

Year 9 Textiles Hats
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Year 9 Desk Tidy

GCSE Design & Technology Work

Due to Covid, this year’s Year 11 students did not have the opportunity to make their final outcome in their GCSE NEA 
(coursework). However, we were incredibly impressed by the effort made by so many students in completing their folder 
work. These pages look at a few of our student’s amazing work.

Jake Wheeler, Desk Organiser - CAD drawing completed on 
Autodesk Fusion 360 of her final design. 

Abi Pomfrey, Desk Organiser - CAD drawing completed on 
Autodesk Fusion 360 of her final design.

Jacob Gravett – excellent use of CAD to present the final 
design of his tea container storage.

Amber Gormley – excellent exploration of ideas at the 
beginning of the project.

Carmen Whitman – very good analysis of research to help 
with working out sizes.

Luca Ramelli – very good use of sketching to illustrate 
design ideas.
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Kamal Guled, Work Station - a good mixture of CAD and 
hand sketches with some technical research.

Louis Taylor-Todd – good use of research to give 
inspiration.

Naomi Richardson – very good use of modelling to 
demonstrate design thinking.

Kate Fera – looking into possible problem areas.

Max Stewart – research into existing products to help 
inspire designs.

Tyler Watson – lovely presentation of design development 
of his desk organiser.

Isabelli Viesi – excellent analysis of existing products to 
help when designing.

Katie Theobald – excellent detail for a final design.
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Melise Kemal – gardening aid for people with arthritis. 
Design ideas and developments.

Isabella Constanti – wheelchair ramp for use by wheelchair 
users (no help required).

A Level Design & Technology Work

Due to Covid, this year’s Year 13 students did not have the opportunity to make their final outcome in their A level NEA 
(coursework). However, we were incredibly impressed by the effort made by the students in completing their folder work. 
These pages look at a few of our student’s amazing work
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GCSE Food Preparation & Nutrition

Year 10 Fish (Sea Bream) Filleting
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What a Challenging Year

The PTFA, as well as many other charities, has 
encountered a challenging time since March 2020. 
However, it is only appropriate at this moment in time, to 
say that the PTFA would like to offer a big word of thanks 
to the wonderful team at East Barnet School, for their 
achievements during this difficult time we have faced with 
the pandemic, in ensuring that the students were cared 
for and educated. I would also like to take this opportunity 
to mention appreciation of their continued support for the 
PTFA.
The traditional fundraising events were limited during the 
year, to a Christmas Raffle. In normal years, the PTFA 
would have held a fund raising event, during the summer 
term, along with our main fundraising event for the year, 
being the Summer BBQ.  Mention also needs to be made 
of the £6,500.00 that had been raised by the BBQ held in 
2019.
We were further unable to address the New Year 7 Parents 
& Carers at the regular July Transfer Evening. This being a 
major recruitment opportunity and encouraging support for 
the activities of The PTFA.
Despite numerous hurdles faced, the PTFA has pressed 
on, and our regular meetings were held via Zoom, and will 
continue until the situation improves, and we would to say 
thanks to all who had attended.

With the contribution made by major supermarkets of food 
items, during Covid 19, the East Barnet School PTFA was 
able to support Local Food Banks, along with vulnerable 
families and numerous charities, along with those in 
desperate need of food essentials. A staggering 2.5 Tonnes 
of Food items were donated.
The East Barnet School PTFA  also ran a text appeal to 
raise funds for a Laser Cutter. This was to replace the 
broken laser cutters, that had been used by the school to 
make mask extenders that had been donated to local NHS 
Hospitals in the area.
During Christmas 2020, the PTFA played an active role 
in supporting the school with food and drink contributions 
made to Homeless Action in Barnet Christmas. An EBS 
Autumn Raffle was also held, and funds raised for the 
school.  
A big thank you to everyone who supported the school and 
PTFA to raise funds, when using shop on Amazon Smile. 
Thanks also for joining the East Barnet School PTFA 
Lottery, along with donations received via ParentPay.
The PTFA will be holding a Quiz Night in Autumn.
Finally on behalf of PTFA, we wish you all the very best 
for the Summer, and look forward to seeing you all in 
September 2021.
Kind Regards,
Bobby Daruwalla, Chair Person EBS PTFA

Ways You Can Support the PTFA and the Students
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Sports Nights

As soon as the Government announced that schools could 
start running extra-curricular activities again we were very 
excited to introduce ‘Sports Nights’ for Years 7 through to 
11. With Year 7 running on a Monday, 8 on a Tuesday, 9 on 
Thursday and Years 10/11 on a Friday. We were incredibly 
pleased with the attendance and commitment shown by 
students throughout all year groups. We adopted a ‘multi-
sport’ approach with numerous sports being played on 
any given week. Examples included table tennis, athletics, 
football, softball, basketball and even fitness in Oakhill 
Park! It was brilliant to see students competing against 
each other and also enjoying the social aspect of ‘Sports 
Nights’; it was certainly a positive way to end the school 
day for students and teachers alike. The quality and 
standard of skills on show has been a real highlight and as 
a department we cannot wait to get up and running again 
in September with sport specific clubs and fixtures against 
other schools in Barnet and Middlesex.

Working Out From Home

During the second lockdown, the PE Department was 
largely  supervising and supporting those who were in 
the building. Every Friday lunchtime, students studying 
at school and at home joined Mrs Hammond and Mr Pitts 
for a live circuit session, which was open to all of KS3. 
With amazing technical support from Sam Board in 10H, 
we put on sessions to rival Joe Wicks! We had excellent 
attendance and lovely feedback from students and parents. 
Never has being able to exercise been so important, for our 
physical, emotional and mental wellbeing. Likewise, never 
has being able to put a smile on someone’s face carry 
such significance, so getting students actively involved 
and seeing the enjoyment it brought was very rewarding 
(although maybe we were not pushing them hard enough 
if they were having so much fun!). Hopefully we have 
encouraged our students to stay active and get creative in 
designing their own circuits. This type of training is great 
because you can do it at home, does not need much 
equipment and you can plan a session that meets your own 
needs and goals. Thank you to all those that took part and 
keep staying as active as you can, the benefits are truly 
endless.

Football

As with everything, PE has been massively affected by 
Covid, especially regarding fixtures. Following guidance, 
we were unable to play against other schools for the 
majority of the year. As restrictions eased, the borough 
organised 5-a-side football tournaments in June, for 
Year 7-10 boys. Just being able to compete was great 
and all the students thoroughly enjoyed the occasion. 
Although, more than ever, these competitions were geared 
around participation and getting students involved, it 
was amazing to see that our students still ‘had it’ when 
it came to sporting successes. As with the Euros, two of 
our teams made it to the finals and were both involved in 
penalty shoot-outs. Unfortunately, like England, our Year 
9s just missed out but our Year 7s had a more favourable 
outcome and were crowned champions. It was a lovely 
way to end such a difficult year and lays a great platform 
for more successes, hopefully in more normal times, next 
year. Massive well done to all!

Sports
Round-Up

2020 - 2021

Sports Round-up
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Sports Day 2021

We were so thrilled to be able to host Sports Day this 
year. After such a disruptive time we were determined the 
students would have a day to remember. The day started 
off with the team activities, these were Volleyball, Rounders 
and Basketball. We also had the fiercely competitive Sixth 
Form vs Staff rounders and netball competition where the 
Sixth Form won the rounders but the staff won the netball. 
In the afternoon the Astroturf hosted the Athletics races 
which were extremely exciting to watch and showcased 
some incredible talent. 
The whole day from beginning to end was absolutely 
fantastic. The students had such a great time and all day 
there was laughing, dancing, smiling and cheering. Our 
students are so supportive of each other and Sports Day 
showed just how special this community is. We were 
immensely proud of all the staff and students for helping to 
make this day a truly wonderful experience. 
Here are the results:

YEAR 7
First Tutu

Second Keller
Third Murray

Fourth Chama

YEAR 8
First Tutu

Second Chama
Third Murray

Fourth Keller

YEAR 9
First Tutu

Second Murray
Third Keller

Fourth Chama

OVERALL (COMBINED YEAR GROUP RESULTS)
First Tutu

Second Keller
Third Chama

Fourth Murray
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The Winner of Sports Day 2021... TUTU!



Celebrating Diversity 
and Creating a More tolerant, 

Inclusive Community

The year started in the most unusual of circumstances (we won’t mention 
Co*id), and whilst the world has been almost put on hold, the global backdrop 
to this huge international crisis saw the battle to ensure equality for women, 

people from black and ethnic minority backgrounds, and people from the LGBTQ+ 
community. Campaigns like #MeToo and Black Lives Matter have addressed injustices 

and have sought to rid society of sexism, racism, homophobia, transphobia and all forms 
of discrimination. These campaigns have resonated across the globe and here at EBS, 

we have started a journey towards making our close-knit community an environment where 
every student, adult and member of the community is valued and respected.

In response, we have asked our students what they think about all issues associated 
with diversity, and we are working hard to ensure that their voices are heard. We have 
installed positive role models from the Black and Afro-Caribbean community on our 60 
year clock, we have looked at our curriculum and are working hard to ensure that our 
students see the faces and hear the voices that represent all members of our diverse 

community. Students have taken a pledge to promise they will never use abusive 
and discriminatory language in school or in our community; we have seen the 
start of a Student Diversity Group and our Pride Club continue to meet. We 
will continue to work hard to create a school that celebrates diversity and 

creates a more tolerant and inclusive community and already look 
forward to 2021-2022!

A. Iordanou
Assistant Headteacher

Follow us on Twitter! @EastBarnetSch


