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CAG Process Document 
Subject: A Level Geography 

 

The table below identifies the evidence selected by each Head of Department/ Faculty to determine the 
Centre Assessed Grades (CAGs) for students studying the course. The document also includes the 
methodology explaining how the evidence used was calculated to reach the final CAGs. 
 

Data Conditions for 
Completion 

Course Coverage Grading 

Primary Evidence 1 
Mock Exam 
January 2021 
 
 
 

Completed 
online in exam 
timed conditions 
with access 
arrangements. 
Time 
proportional to 
an A Level 
paper.  

4 out of 6 topics at A level 72 
marks. (Coasts, hazards, changing 
places, contemporary urban 
environments).  
4 and 20 mark questions selected 
for each topic to allow coverage 
of content. (6 and 9 
mark questions removed)  
Coasts – 2019  
Hazards – 2019  
Changing places – 2019  
Contemporary urban 
environments – 2019  
2019 selected as unseen  

Marked using 2019 AQA 
mark scheme 
and agreed boundaries.  

Primary Evidence 2 
NEA 
 
 

Completed in line 
with guidance as 
an independent 
investigation and 
limited help from 
teachers. High 
control.  

This component of the course is 
usually 20% with 4 sections but it 
was reduced in this case to 10% 
and marking only the first 2 
sections. This is because the first 
2 sections are unaffected by the 
restrictions placed on the 
students to conduct independent 
fieldwork with COVID. Students 
only managed to have 2 days of 
fieldwork instead of the 4 
required. Students weren’t able 
to conduct pilot study’s and their 
investigations were restricted to 
the area of St Albans. 
In addition, the lessons 
supporting this element of the 
course were delivered online 
during lockdown. This put 

Marked using 2019 AQA 
mark scheme and 
agreed boundaries.  



 

 
 

students at a disadvantage as 
normally these would be done 
face to face where students can 
benefit from more one on one 
support. As a result, the NEA 
component was shortened as to 
not disadvantage students for the 
factors out of their control as a 
result of COVID-19.  

Secondary Evidence 1 
Essays and 9 mark 
Questions 
 

A variety of 
essays and 9 
mark questions 
completed in 
class and online.  

Global systems Marked using AQA 
mark schemes  

Secondary Evidence 2 
End of unit test 
 

Completed in 
class in exam 
conditions. High 
control.  

Coasts end of unit test, 2018 
unseen and 36 marks in timed 
conditions.  

Marked using AQA 
mark scheme and 2019 
grade boundaries  

Mini Assessment 
 
 
 

Completed in a 
formal 
examination 
setting. High 
control. 
Externally 
invigilated. 

2 topics not assessed in mock; 
Water and carbon and global 
systems.  
2020 papers as unseen.  
 

Marked using AQA 
mark scheme and 
agreed grade 
boundaries.  

 
Final CAGs – The Methodology 
 
The initial (April) CAG Grade was calculated by using an average grade of the wealth of data students 
have collected across the course, this included all primary and secondary data. Initial internal ranking 
was based on average of evidence collated.  
 
Following the marking of the shortened NEA, students were moved up if they performed exceptionally 
well in the NEA (scored above their initial CAG) and they had evidence of this grade previously in their 
data set.  
 
A no detriment policy was adopted for NEA component of the course meaning that if the NEA grade was 
lower than the initial (April) CAG, the result was ignored. 


