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NUTS: Please remember we are a nut free building - some staff and students have severe allergies!

RELEASING THE TREE

UNIVERSITY CAMPUS OF FOOTBALL BUSINESS WELCOME STUDENTS TO WEMBLEY STADIUM

The Year 11 and 13s had their leavers assemblies over the last week. We were all holding back the tears, celebrating the 
last five and seven years respectively, was an emotional rollercoster. Reflecting on the challenges our students have faced 
and the opportunities they have missed, but seeing their strength and resilience was both an honour and privilege. There 
were many highlights, from the tutor messages to seeing which students had secured the university bursaries and coveted 
Head Student Awards, but the most powerful was watching the students perform to their peers. Renditions of Bowie’s 
Starman, Why Do Birds Suddenly Appear, by the Carpenters, Good Grief by Bastille and Big Yellow Taxi by Joni Mitchell, 
received standing ovations and rapturous applause, with the adults in the room feeling a sense of pride that is unparalleled.  
Seeing our students grow in confidence, to be able to perform with such pose and professionalism, seeing their talents 
develop and watching their peers receive them with such love and kindness - there is simply nothing better! Mr Christou told 
a wonderful story about how we have to give our children their independence, when they are ready, and it is a story I shared 
with the students on their last day.

Mr Christou’s father bought him a small lemon tree to plant in the garden of his house in Cyprus. He told us: I put it in the 
ground and covered the roots in soil, but the small tree just flopped to the ground and looked quite sad. “It needs a stick” 
said my Dad. So he gave me a good strong stick and said, “Put that in the ground next to it and tie it up with some string so 
that it can be held upright.” As the years went by, the tree grew bigger and my Dad would periodically loosen the string so 
that the tree could grow a thicker trunk. After a few years, when I thought the trunk looked strong enough to no longer need 
support, I asked my father whether it was time to remove the stick. “No, not yet” he said. “The winter is coming and the tree 
is not yet strong enough to survive the fierce winds.” 

In caring for this tree, there is a lesson about how we have all supported our children. We have held them tight at first, 
but have we have loosed the strings as they have got older and more mature. They  have needed the adults in their life 
in the way the lemon tree has needed its stick. But now it is time to let them go, to have their independence, to go and be 
successful, to flourish. But we will always be here if they ever need us. 

L. Swaine, Headteacher

Students from Years 10 and 11 recently attended an excellent Careers trip to UCFB (University Campus of Football 
Business) at the iconic Wembley Stadium. The fantastic tour included being shown around the England Team’s changing 
rooms and getting to see shirts worn by football heroes such as Messi. Students sat in the hospitality seats in the stadium 
and tested the acoustics as well as finding out what it feels like to walk out onto the pitch as a team. Thanks to Jason 
Thomas and others from UCFB for inspiring our students to think about attending university to study the wider football 
industry (business, marketing, law, broadcasting, coaching and talent development).

http://www.eastbarnet.barnet.sch.uk
http://www.eastbarnet.barnet.sch.uk


In line with EBS values, 
can all members 
of our community 
show respect for 
our neighbours, by 
reminding students not 
to enter the driveways 
and gardens of those 

that live close to the school. There is plenty of room on the 
pavements for students to walk. Thank you!

RESPECT FOR OUR NEIGHBOURS

We are back with our 85th Birthday celebrations and this time we are launching our 
1950s and 60s themed menu on Thursday 26th May. Following the success of our 
30s and 40s day, don’t forget to top-up ParentPay so students don’t miss out! Just a 
quick note about the commemorative, collectable, limited edition badges - they will 
be on sale at the Summer Fayre on 25th June, so don’t miss out!

Cottage Pie
Traditional Favourite

The Gala Pork Pie

Cheese, Onion & Potato Pie

Cod in Parley Sauce

All served with peas, carrots, savoy cabbage
and roast potatoes

Rice Pudding
with Strawberry Sauce

Strawberry  Blancmange

Iced Sponge Pudding
with Pink Custard

MENU
MAINS

DESSERTS

1950s & 1960s East Barnet School Menu - 26th May 2022

SUMMER FAYRE UPDATE

MAY HALF TERM SPRING CLEAN! Have you got some 
unwanted gifts at home just hanging around? Why not donate 
them to our tombola stand for the Summer Fayre? Think 
toiletries, sweet treats, toys, gift sets, etc. We are looking for 
new items to stock our super exciting tombola stand. Please 
bring anything you would like to donate to the main reception 
and we will gladly take them off your hands!

Horizon Law are one of the main 
sponsors of our Summer Fayre. Their 
very kind, big donation is allowing 
us to put on our best Fayre ever and 
we wouldn’t be able to do it without 
them! Guy Wheatcroft and the friendly 
and professional team at the High 
Barnet Law Firm aim to make all of 
the legal aspects of house selling and buying as easy and 
enjoyable as possible. Horizon Law reached out to sponsor 
the Fayre because they are here to support local projects, 
and have recognised how fabulous and welcoming our 
school community is. Guy’s wife Jane is part of the amazing 
‘Big Choir’, who are a fundraising choir that raise money 
for Cancer Research UK. The Big Choir sing at EBS on 
Thursday evenings and are even treating us to an extra 
special performance at the Summer Fayre on 25th June.
We are so looking forward to it!

Also sponsored by:

RACISM - IT STOPS WITH ME!
During PSHEE on Wednesday 27th April, all forms groups 
were consulted with on the draft EBS anti-racism policy. It 
was so positive to see students engaged and discussing the 
important issue of racism, which still sadly affects our world, 
and on occasions our school community. Students provided 
their views and constructive opinions on how, we as a school 
can work towards becoming an anti-racist organisation, and 
some of these suggestions have been incorporated into the 
draft policy. The next stage is for the policy to be approved by 
the school Governors, and then to be formally introduced at 
EBS. Thank you to all students that actively participated in, 
your comments were extremely useful and welcomed.

ARESST (Anti-Racist and Equalities Staff Support Team)  

85 YEAR CELEBRATIONS CONTINUE

Year 7 were making some string telephones last week. 
Having made their device, they were investigating how the 
length of the string affects the loudness of the sound. If the 
pictures are anything to go by, this looked like a lot of fun! 

Dear Educators/Carers,

You are no doubt aware that there has been a Green Paper: 
Right support, Right Place, Right time. Now is your chance 
to have a say about provision for our SEN/D young people.  
Please give a moment to add to the Consultation. Click this 
link to access the information we have on our Local Offer 
which gives an overview, a video and link to all the summary 
documents and how to respond to the consultation.

Consultation closes July 22nd 2022.
S. Brennan, SENCO

YEAR 7 SCIENCE STUDENTS COMMUNICATE

YOUR VIEWS ON SEND

CAREERS UPDATE: We have received another 
fantastic update from our Careers Team, and we are 
sharing it with you. Click here to get all the information 
about upcoming opportunities.

http://www.horizonlaw.co.uk/
https://www.thebigchoir.org/
https://www.barnetlocaloffer.org.uk/blog_articles/3616-send-review-right-support-right-place-right-time
https://sway.office.com/aM6ZmmO5oXtLXFjq%3Fref%3DLink


YEAR 9 STUDENTS AT THE BRILLIANT CLUB

Some of our Year 9 students had a great opportunity to visit 
Oxford University to take part in the Brilliant Club. Students 
are shown the opportunities that are available to them and 
what they need to do to succeed. The students had a great 
time and left inspired!

Barnet Partnership for School Sport have put together their 
latest summer newsletter with lots of exciting opportunities 
for students. We encourage you to have a look at it and 
get involved! No matter what sport you are in to, there is 
something for everyone - click here to find out more.

The Sports Leaders have been attending the Sports Leaders 
Club every Wednesday morning since November. They 
have shown fantastic commitment and dedication, wanting 
to learn and develop their leadership skills. On Thursday 
5th and Wednesday 11th May, we welcomed 150 Year 2 
students from local primary schools to take part in a Sports 
Festival planned and delivered by the Sports Leaders. The 
Sports Leaders put everything they had learnt at the club 
into practise and provided the Year 2s with a wonderful 
experience. One of the children who attended said, “I’ve had 
the best day ever, I don’t want to leave”. A huge well done to 
the Sports Leaders.

ARE YOU FOLLOWING US ON TWITTER?
Follow for all the latest news: @EastBarnetSch 

SPORTS LEADERS FOR THE COMMUNITY

BPSS SUMMER NEWSLETTER

https://www.barnetpartnershipforschoolsport.co.uk/news/23316/community-newsletter---summer-1-2022
https://twitter.com/EastBarnetSch

